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lto say dedicated and. knowing, yet disil- 
*'Jusioned. He can keep a secret and make 


' ‘a higher,value on people than the laby- 


- ‘and villains are never: superhuman, just 
_ \grim ordinaries with out-of-the-ordinary: 


“like “The Spy Who Came In From the; 


English class system, dislikes Turner, the — ; 2 a ee 
~ angriest of young men, and tries to keep. ; ler 
him at arm’s length. Tumer stops’ at ; oe ee OE 
nothing and even beats a well-bred Eng- . igo = Wer So ae tt, ote ol 
lishwoman. The Germans kick him about oe , 


- Turner is a caricature of the embittered — . 
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_. ferret burrows into all of their lives, snarl-" | : MES 
*: ing incessantly at inefficient gentility and oy i UR SS ka ie, ee ls 
"shoddy sentiment, He finds out most off ©. 0. ER hy og ay ae oe 
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The Ferret . : 
‘A SMALL TOWN IN GERMANY. By Ve 
John le Carré. 883 pages. Cow- —* 
ard-McCann, $6.95. 


! j is i ha is-soul, if he ever had one, iv 
As spy thrillers go, this is well above has lost his soul, i ever had one 
‘the aides norm of Helen MacInnes andthe | service of professional ideals he 


the Nick Carter series. Within his limita- would probably be embarrassed to articu- we 


i i ichk ile him for his cold- 
tions as a writer and an intellect, which late. Both women revi 
lareenol overwhelming but still palpable, ness, but they spill the beans anyway, | 


John le Carré has always belonged on which is all he and the self-indulgent es- °.°:.. -° 


the:serious fan’s shelf because of his some reading roe sr ee pe 
lat “rendering specific atmospheres of first place. Hi cee 2 ated spite oie 
‘place and system, Whether or not he is this eh , brilliantly ove Cae 
‘Accurate about spying as it is actually tion. Mission 

‘spied, he sounds professional, which is- --—— ar 


‘you! believe it matters, though he places 


-rinths of security they create. His heroes! 


twists that get them into trouble and 
‘out of it, The result is updated Graham: 
Greeric without the Catholicism or the ea ie 
majoff talent. ei Cte a 
’ Afid yet “A Small Town in Germany, | ae ere . 


Cold” and “The Looking-Glass War,” is! 
excellent bedtime reading. The small = — A : Sol ges OEN 
town is Bonn, home of the British Em-9 000 0" Beg ue 
bas.xr -and the political capital of the Ae io 
Bundesrzmthlik. Le Carré worked there 
as a second secretary in the political sec- 
tion.and knows the territory. A careful, 
‘reader could probably burgle the ambas- 

“sador's desk using the information in this ee ee ae ee ee 
book, which extends from the system for . , A REE 
keeping track of keys to the location of oe ues 

‘a crucial back stairway. This may also be’ be Sige ae oH 
the first time in English that the stolid, pee Res AL oR ee 
fog-ridden, ‘jerry-built spirit of Bonn has Bes nee. 2 7 at 
been “done.” 

Crucial: Alan Turner arrives from Lon- 
don to investigate a breach in security. A 
temporary employee, Leo Harting, has ° 
‘apparently absconded with the crucial 
Green File and a mass of other secret 
papers. Turer’s job: find them. The. 
permanent staff, an encyclopedia of the 


rather smartly too, momentarily evenin 
the score. ; 
In the end, of course, the professional 


what he needs to know from two women’ Po wo 
‘who had slept with Harting and helped : Ste ae 
his one-man mission against the neo-Nazi, ye : 
leader Karfeld, who is hard at work at a 

‘the same time sabotaging British at-  . 

tempts to enter the Common Market.' 


lower-class Englishman with diploma. He 
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accomplished. _ . tee 
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